Instructions

This document is designed to be centered (right to left and top to bottom)
on a letter-sized (8.5x11 inch) piece of paper.

To print this document in tract format, do the following:

1. Print page 2 of this document on an 8.5x11 inch sheet.

2. Turn the page over and print page 3 so that the tract pages numbered 2
and 7 are directly on the back of 1 and 8 (see diagram below).

3. Fold the paper length-wise with the cover on the front.

4. Fold again along the width (the cover should now be on the front and
page 8 should be on the back.

5. Staple twice along the spine (saddle staplers or long reach staplers can be
purchased at office supply stores, but any standard stapler with at least a
4.5 inch throat should work as well). The staples need to be inserted so
that the points are located inside the tract.

6. Trim the across the top of the tract using scissors, trim board, etc. so that
it can be opened. Try to cut off no more that 1/8 of an inch; remember,
you are just trimming the tract enough so it can be opened.
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Pentecost, the Samaritans, the Ethiopian Nobleman, Cornelius, Saul of
Tarsus, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and the Corinthians. To reject Bap-
tism is to reject a clear commandment of God!

If Baptism is important enough to be mentioned more than 100
times in the Bible, it deserves our most careful consideration! The im-
portance attached to Baptism in the scriptures should cause every living
soul to desire to render this act of obedience to God. “And now why tarri-
est thout Arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins...” (Acts 22.16.)
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The subject of Baptism is one of the most hotly debated issues in
the religious world. Virtually all religious groups which claim to follow
Christ believe in and practice some form of baptism. But there is wide-
spread disagreement over what is valid baptism and what its purpose is
in God’s plan of Salvation.

Men are divided as to the meaning of Baptism—some teach that
sprinkling or pouring are valid forms of baptism; others hold that only
immersion will do. There is controversy over the purpose of Baptism—
some say that it is a “sacrament” which produces a mysterious change
in the person who receives it; others insist that it is a symbolical way of
showing that a person has already been saved from sin; still others hold
that it is an act of obedience which results in salvation. There is dis-
agreement, too, over the proper candidates for Baptism—some baptize
infants; others insist that only responsible, accountable individuals
should be baptized. Perhaps there is no single religious topic where men
have so persistently and thoroughly disagreed with one another as they
have with regards to Baptism.

But what does the Bible say¢ This must be our concern This must
be the authority we appeal to in order to solve all of our religious differ-
ences. In the 269 chapters of the New Testament, some form of the
word “baptize” or “baptism” appears more than 100 times. Clearly, God
has given us enough information on the subject of baptism for us to
understand exactly what its significance is. The importance of baptism
is further emphasized by the fact that our Lord Himself found it neces-
sary to be- baptized in order to “fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3.15.)
The significance of Baptism is also demonstrated by the fact that it is
invariably mentioned in connection with the cases of conversion re-
corded in the Book of Acts. The fact that it is always mentioned shows
the importance which is attached to it!

It goes without saying that the New Testament does not teach
contradictory conclusions about Baptism. God is not the author of con-
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tized into one body...” The one body is the church. (1 Corinthians
12.12; Ephesians 1.22-23.) Baptism is the act of obedience which
causes God to add us to the church.

5) BAPTISM MEANS PARTICIPATING IN THE DEATH,
BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION. (Romans 6.3.) In the act of
baptism, we become the people for whom Christ died; we gain
the benefits which His death makes possible; we recreate His
death, burial, and resurrection by obeying the “form” or “pat-
tern” of the doctrine which is delivered to us. (Romans 6.17.) It
is Baptism which ties us to the cross of Christ.

6) BAPTISM MEANS BREAKING WITH SIN. In Romans 6.4, Paul
notes that we are baptized into death. The “death” here con-
templated is our death to sin. (cf Romans 6.5.) It is baptism
which stands squarely between a man and forgiveness of sin.
Salvation from sin is impossible without Baptism. (Acts 22.16.)

7) BAPTISM MEANS NEWNESS OF LIFE. Baptism is closely in-
volved in the process of the New Birth. (John 3.3,5.) We are
raised from Baptism to walk “in newness of life.” (Romans 6.4.)
Baptism is not an ending; it is a beginning—the starting point
of the Christian life. It is in Baptism that we are born again!

The things which are associated with Baptism in the New Testa-
ment clearly show that it is essential, not optional. Salvation is contin-
gent upon it! There is no real submission to the Lordship of Christ with-
out it! Baptism is necessary for salvation.

CONCLUSION

Baptism is a subject of vital importance. What we believe about
baptism is of eternal significance. Baptism is vitally concerned with sin,
forgiveness of sin, and a right relationship with God. Baptism is not a
mere ceremony, symbol, or church ordinance. It is a solemn act of obe-
dience to God. It was required in the Book of Acts of the crowd on
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